Reliably accurate boat weighing? – While boats have been weighed at Regional and National level regattas the advent of the CE will put increased pressure on Regatta Directors to make sure they weigh reliably and accurately. This was brought to my attention when the weight of my boat, recorded at the Region 5 regatta was approx 6 oz lighter than recorded earlier at the NCR. With the help of some welcome advice from Larry Ludwig and Brig North, some web research and some comparison test weighings, I can recommend a couple of scales that provide an appropriate level of accuracy and reliability for our purpose. Laying the boat on its side (indoors if possible) with the fin across the scale platform is preferred, but placing a piece of foam board and a boat stand on the platform and setting the tare is also acceptable. The MyWeigh Ultraship 35 (35 lbs x 0.2 oz), cost under $50 including shipping, provides acceptable accuracy at low cost and has a nice feature in that the display section can be separated from the platform by a 3 ft cord to allow room for a base board and boat stand if needed and still easily read the display. For more precision a Pelouze Model PS20DL (20 lbs x 0.1 oz), cost under $100 including shipping, is excellent but the display is not detachable. Other scales may very well be acceptable but need to be checked for accuracy and reliability before use.

