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2010 NCR Regatta Set for Sacramento, CA

By Mark Erdrich, #927, Commodore, sulted in less than optimal sailing condi- call the A1D (Americas One Design).
EGMYC, and Jeff Romero, #776, Com- tions. As a result, we started searching The Seawind class is currently our largest

modore, SMYC around and settled Bridgeway Lakes in at 19 registered skippers.
West Sacramento. This lake has houses Planning is underway for the Seawind

The Elk Grove Model Yacht Club on much of the lake, but a very nice rec- NCR. We are pulling out all of the stops
(EGMYC, http://egmyc.ndtand the Sac- reation area which includes a raised wall to make this the best regatta you will
ramento Model Yacht Club (SMYC, way allowing us to walk along with the  attend this year. We plan to have BBQ
www.sacmyc.ngtare proud to be eo boats, a dock for launching the boats, an available for the lunches and we are cre-
hosting the 2010 Seawind National a real launch ramp for bigger boats (like ating handmade trophies, as well as
Championship Regatta, September 25/28he J boats) and auxiliary boats used for other special features.
2010. setting the marks and (rarely) rescuing o The Sacramento Area has many sights to

EGMYC has only been in existence for aof control boats. Most importantly, how- see like the State Capitol Building and
couple of years, but has already been suever, the wind is usually very consistent. "Old Sacramento" which is full of many
cessful at hosting National ChampionshipVe now sail once a month at each loca- shops and restaurants. We are alsout
level Regattas. Last year we held the J tion. 2 hours from Lake Tahoe (sorry, no ski-
boat NCR at the same venue we will be The Sacramento Model Yacht Club was ing in August), Reno and the San Fran-
using for the Seawind NCR. And we willformed about 25 years ago and has host cisco bay area. For more information
be hosting the Santa Barbara Region 6 the 2007 Seawind NCR as welltag about Sacramento, vigittp://
Championships a month before the Seawnfinity 54 NCR's and numerouSeawind  www.discovergold.org/visitors/

ind NCR. EGMYC sails just two classes region 6 Championships. The club cur- thingstodo.cfm

of boats; Seawinds and US 1 Meters. Weently holds regatta‘at several venues For more race information, and for the
usually sail twice a month all year long. around the Sacramento area and our ros Notice of Race and Entry Forms and

We are still a smaller (but growing) club is currently at 35 members. Weave venue pictures, please visit us at either
with about 12 Seawinds and 6 US1Ms members from as far away as Lake Tahc club site listed above, or visit us at the
active. and the San Francis&ay area. We cur- NCR website:

We originally started sailing just in Elk  rently race six classes of boats. Waeve http://seme.com/2010seawindNCR/
Grove Park which has a very nice lake inAMYA Classes of Seawind, Marblehead, You can also email Mark Erdich ag-
a great setting. But the setting, which  Infinity 54, US1M andSanta Barbara's. myc@seme.com

includes trees surrounding the park, re- We also have a locally built club class we
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By Mike Eadesd SeaWind #86 page but occasionally | may miss one or

The timing of Regattas leaves us with two so that list is at best a rough class S< :OAI

Regatta Reports in this issue of SeaW census. .

Express. However | would like to tak Some comments abotlte changing face

the opportunity to expand my Class Fof AMYA and its relationship with the

port a little and, as you will see later, SeaWind COA might also be timely. | From the

ask you for your opinions on a couple and a few other Class Secretaries had ’
A% C r(‘ijnIsta- rt iy (

issues some of which will probably tbeen critical of A

incorporated into the next Class Ballot. for some time; some of the debate became

First an update o@lass Statistics rather heated on web sites such as the

As of end April 2010 | list a total of 30 Windpower Forum. | am very pleased thind much of the change. The web site has
active registered SeaWind skippers. report that with the appointment of Rodeen a much needed overhaul and the in-
those 192 are current AMYA membe Carr as AMYA VP, he has led a -reformation there is nhow more up to date

(including 12 who are additional Famil vitalization of AMYA which is producing and better organized to serve members,
members sharing a membership), 60 very positive results. Rod and Davelubs and classes. A comprehensive sur-
shown as lapsed AMYA members and Brawner have been the driving force beey of all classes was conducted seeking

have never joined AMYA. In addition i information designed overall to determine
have a list of 64 inactive skippers. T SCOA Class Officers: . the relatiye health and V|gor of each class
active/inactive distinction is a bit art S€Cretaryeee. .. €., .q, Midoe aEdhls s§at|st|cs active
trary but | move skippers to the inacti ' €chnical Advi sorggy §KfoRks, Hé&HeRcs," participation
list when they sell or transfer their reg i ) and distribution of major regattas, mem-
tered SeaWind, disappear from forn AMYA Regional Directors g rends communications and active
clubs without any trace of where th Region 1 (NE)eeée 4Progr sup B is & ss membership
went or drop off the radar completelyd R€9i on 2 (NE) ée. €5 }é séd'to rdhSit that the
to change of email or physical address R€9gi on 3 (SE). eg(\qﬁn blgsi ceitfed the SeSokd high-
| cannot reach them. | review the list R€gion 4 (Centra I@st aftn sef%d'hﬁfdﬁlyt B theHe class.

the end of each year and adjust as b Reg I on 5 (sw)éé Nﬁ( dlscussmn and deC|-
can. | try to update the Register on ~R€gi on 6 (NW)e. . sﬂ)H rﬂaklzgizr'aéespsr h'b t pag
Seawind Resource Center $E0A Newsletter Editorygspecy moFeatr%Ep%an‘f §nd organ—

Rags2Riches: My Seawind 1 by Rob Fresh

It was Fall, 2008. | had just completed recognize escaped onto the floor. Appe so that the media could not publish the

my first summer of RC sailing, using a ently, the transmitter bounced back and hideousness. As | took more photos, my
Northwind 36 against the Seawinds in forth in the box during the trip. Itwas heart sank.

our local Region 4 club, Air Capital obvious that a nosailor, noamodeler

Model Sailing Club, of Wichita, KS. It had attempted t o 0lemailedthe seller, presentingmycase\ct u -
was fun, and | really appreciated those ally, there was very little packing, and| wi t h phot os attached.

novice handicap starts. chose not to press the delivery service f think much of his packing job. | was
their side of the story. Been there, done pretty sure he would just blow off the bad
| was browsing eBay, one day. This that. The old, yellow mainsail had luck. To my surprise, he actually apolo-

blackhulled, fully assembled Seawind wrapped itself around the hull & kept  gized, said he was not a very good packer
beauty looked seductive in the somewt most of the boat, jib, keel, and rudder (duh), and advised that he would send me
blurry eBay photo. To boot, the transm from ejecting one piece at a time. As | a $25 check to help pay for repairs. Well,
ter boasted nr ec hcliftedthe hull fromthe box, little plastic \that softened the blow somewhat. | mean,
great! o To my s urpartsdripped from it, like water dripping a fully equipped Seawind for $175? | can

was the winner! | from an Olympic diver exiting the pool. 1 live with that. The check came, was de-
del i veryman t o k n cinspectionshowed the hull/deck was in- posited, & then the world economy
tact! However, 9 additional tiny plastic t ank e d . Il 6m still wor

5 days later, the box arrived from the e: parts refused to come out of the box unt had anything to do with it all.

coast, battered and torn. It looked like the box was cut down.

the driver drove over it before he tosset | put the mast together, as best | could (the
it into his truck. One end was crushed | took photos. My front door foyer sails shipped attached to the disassembled
and torn open, and | could see the mair looked like a crime scene. There was tt mast.) | showed up at the pond, a little

sail staring out, trying to smile at me. | body, lying on the floordeck down on  embarrassed. First, member Bob Girdler
knew what was in store for me, so | the doormat, with these little black plast started helping me finish rigging. Then
reached for my camera. | opened the parts scattered about. A tattered pile of Andy Rust came over and we started tun-
poorly wrapped b o>cardboard triedto coverthe whole messing. cont 6t on page 5.
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. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
ized with comments on each issue rechange the Class Rules in any wa This will give a little more time for dis-
corded and decisions made and loggedowever | have, in recent months, re cussion with the submitter on wording
affording all Board members, even Assoceived a few questions from new skig Of the proposal and review by the SCOA
ciate Directors such as myself, an opportipers as to whether it was legal to fill an Board before the ballot goes out. Most
nity to input vi ewdair the leole inithe boticen oflthenball progasalsun-the past have been submit-
ally vote. There are still some areas wherteft after attaching the bulb to the fin ted well in advance so it ought not to be
views are quite split such as to what extersnd also to fair and smooth the junctio @ problem?

AMYA should allow access to its commu-between the fin and the bulb. The fii The second change is a bit more com-
nications vehicles, web site, Magazine etbase was designed to be covered by t plex. As the class grows the cost and
to nonmembers, nosanctioned clubs or vinyl bulb cover and the fit to the effort involved with a mailed out ballot
suppliers who do not advertize in Modebpainted bulb leaves a ledge standir increases. The Class treasury is healthy
Yachting. An increasingly strong voice isproud of the fin or bulb. The answer o enough to stand the cost as long as the
now being heard to the effect that AMYAcourse is that it is quite acceptable to fil class continues to grow but would be-
should reach out to all involved in thesmooth and fair both these areas pr come a burden if class population were
sport of RC sailing and encourage skipvided there is no significant change t to stabilize but the volume of effort in
pers to take out AMYA membership be-the overall shape of bulb or fin. printing, collating, assembling and mail-
cause of the benefits that can accrue M/e also learned that the recommend: ing each ballot has become quite a task.
them and the sport in general rather thasail winch for the Seawind, the Futab The SCOA Board of Directors and |
seek to exclude t hoS8891, mak lneenddisaordinuedcoy Futa $aye hadssome discussion about this and
join. One tangi bl e witk roarepdement ydt evidldvity Hoév § sought the help of SRC webmaster
willingness to use its resources to helgver the recommended alternative s: Augie who came up with what appears
classes occurred when Andy Rust and winch has for some time been the Hite to be an excellent electronic option. He
both experienced difficulties trying to sendHS765HB which is still freely available. proposed and we have successfully

out emails to the SCOA membership an- demonstrated in a trial run, that he
nouncing the latest edition of SWE. OurThe Biennial Class Balloti Possible would post a .pdf file of the ballot pro-
| SPOs pl aced -@&ddeesspPsocess @hangesi | t i posals and an interactive .pdf file of the

email circulations or even breaking listsLong time SCOA members will be veryactual ballot form on the SRC WS
up into several emails to mubiddresses. | well aware of the importance the Bien SCOA page. | would announce the bal-
discussed this with Dave Brawner whaial Class ballot has in maintaining th!l ot 6s avail abil ity
came up with a pr o pealthaflthe Class. ©srBylandvir¥gaiotis, SeaWind Edition as for issues of
iConstant Cont act 0 bieaniah eéldctiom gr redeetionv of @le SWEe Members could access the SRC
send mass emails to all SCOA membersfficers and member paper vote on ar US-SCOA page, pull up and read or
through a special edition of the AMYA proposals for changes to Bylaws or Cla: print the proposals and ballot form.
Bulletin at no cost to the SCOA.hope Rules. Recently, thanks to SRC webma Members could also fill out the ballot
this worked OK for members? | would beer, Augie Gieseke, we have added form online, save a copy for their re-
interested in any comments you may hawection at the bottom of the LBCOA cords and email a copy of the completed
on this as we plan to use this method tpage where there is a description of tr ballot form to me. Of course, as we of-
announce publication of future issuescurrent ballot process and an archive « fer for SWE or other Class documents,
Anyway, bottom line is | am now strongly past ballot proposals and summaries any member could request a paper ballot
recommending AMYA Membership for the vote tally on each issue. Membel copy if they do not wish to use the inter-
all skippers. If anyone wants my take orcan, if they are interested, look back ar net access optiottiere | would appreci-
the pros and cons | will be happy to dissee how our current rules have evolve ate some early feedback as to whether
cuss with you by email, just drop me aand what other proposals have been f members feel this could be an accept-

line! forward and failed to reach approve able option. Please drop me an email

vote levels. with your opinions or concerns before
Changes to the SeaWind kit and recom- There are three areas where | would lit we draft the final proposals for member
mended equipment. to propose changes in the ballot proces vVote.

Some time ago Kyosho, the manufacturerintend to submit proposals in the ne> The last change would be to recognize
of the Seawind kit made a minor changéallot, at the end of this year, which, i that there are an increasing number of
to the kit in that a finished, painted leacapproved would become effective for th skippers who have a SeaWind registered
bulb was substituted for the partially fin-2013 ballot. in their name but share an AMYA Fam-
ished raw lead bulb with optional vinyl The first change is hopefully fairly sim- ily Membership. In the past we have
bulb cover that was in the original kit. (sele. Currently any member can submit followed AMYA practice in counting
photo$ pg. 4) We believe this was mainlychange proposal for inclusion in the ba one vote only per AMYA Membership.
in response to increasing environmentdbt on or before January 1 of the electio The Board and | agree that we should
concerns in Japan arising from use of uryear. | would propose to bring the deac change this to count all votes from each
painted lead bulbs in pond water. Sincé i ne forward to fAon u. uer ulr e wueuvemb
the weight and shape of the bubwasut of t he year pri ofr0OnNdd tOHe P&I9&c t4i- o n
changed there was no need foreseen Tdis will give a little more time for dis-

er
y e
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Desk conét from page

separately registered family member. T
AMYA has no problems with such
change within a class administration.
In all the above the importance of keepi
me up to date with email address chang
is evident. If you have not been receivi
email announcements maybe it is time
email me with your current email addres
so | can ensure my records are up to date

And now to the fun stuff! It looks like th
rest of 2010 will be a busy one for Seawi
Regattas. May 20/21 will see the Regio
Championships at the fairly ne
Greenville MYC, SC where | look forwarg
to meeting many of the new skippers
that area of the country. August 14 t
Housatonic MYC will host a-Hay Region
1 Championship (so
it this year!).
The NCR this year will be held Septemb
25/26 in West Sacramento CA (see sej
rate article), it
miss it! Lastly the Region 5 Championsh
returns again to Litchfield Park, AZ, No
vember 6/7 hosted by the West Valley R
Mariners. Come on Regions 2 & 4, if a
club would be interested in hosting a R
gional Championship | will be happy ti
advise on how to go about it. Sure there
work involved but it can be very rewardin
and a lot of fun for all participants.

See you at the Pond!

Mike

Close ups of the new Seawind bulb, top and bottom view

A nNnMember Moment 0 with CI

Mike Eades, Secretary, SeaWind Class Growing up in the UK, ships and sailing club, the Cleveland Land Yacht Club,

as

Owner s Associ at i onarep8raofthe tréditiéh@&nd fieRidlyerehd which grew to over 20 members. | negoti-
books on sailing, including Francis Chich-ated an agreement with the local council to
How old are you, what is your occupa- e st er 6 s fisol o r oun detus hotd races onlthe Beach. We alsb b e
tion, and where do you live? came fascinated with harnessing the windvere part of the founding group of a new
for propulsion but never had an opportu- Class in the British Land Sailing Federa-
Age 71, a chemistry graduate, | enjoyed ity to get directly involved. In the early tion and sailed in the annual British Cham-
varied career in all facets of the Petro- 706s | saw a TV pr ignshipm t hat featured a
chemical & Plastics Industryinthe UK new smal |l portabl e Whenmdasearimbve took m&\o eastesrk a t
and USA. | now live on a dude ranch witbuilt, in kit form, from aluminum tubes. | Pennsylvania | looked around for landsail-
golf course in Wickenburg, Arizona in théoought one, built it and proudly tested it oimg venues but the US east coast has low
high Sonoran desert. our nearby beach where there was a largéides and only the western deserts have
expanse of hard sand at low tide. | was any active clubs. | did arrange one busi-

What was your exposure to sailing? immediately hooked! Soon anotherap- ness trip to incl
peared, a race ensued and we formeda c ondt on page 6.

ude
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Rags2 Richesfrom page 2 On/Off Switch Corrosion TE C H C

He pointed out that the mast compressior prObIemS - My Solution! orner
assembly and entire keel assembly was
assembled backwards. Then Brett Hudst
looked at it and | think he started laughing

: ; * A few skippers have seen in person or in
L h look hook ; ; ;
ﬁi‘;oﬁeazesgan%z \f\,dhft‘; 'Eh"’:)”udg’h“tslt dd e photos that I use a Deans plug mounted [ff gold plated pins are corrosion resis-

! the deck as my On/Off Switch and have tant and with all soldered connections
%rza; J%b ;n asser?b(lsy l(ytleah, ;hzntks , caskesiWhy and How?o rsga}l{eéd‘d IF? §¥hrink wrap tube or with hot
: e egive (on the back of each
one there offeredomething | was im- . ith Reans plug) U(sin this simple arranae-
pressed, and encouraged. | decided to | struggled for several years, mamly with plug). g p g
launch it. It sailed, it tacked, it jibed. Ser YETY Wet 36/600 but also some with my ment, | have had many years of faultiess

By Mike Eades, SeaWind # 86

vos servood. | The 3eaiid i b oo o o
dd 6d. |t t k . d
ru ero © 9 X Switch, even when | used socalled € tV\?;&NTED

gusts, it shed one batten & broke another
It showed me hope.

‘waterproof" swi_tc_h. | have gone to a sol- Contributions for future in-
dered custom wiring harness (see Photo
below ) for all my RC boats, 36/600, stallments of TECH Corner!
SeaWind and Micragic. Got a good tip? Solve a
glitch recently? Have an
This uses parts that are easily obtainable jngenjous building tip you
and reasonably priced from Servo City
(part #'s and prices shown) with a Deans } i
pin Micro plug as the On/Off Switch. You can email tech tips to:
dllawrence@yahoo.com

| vowed to strip it down over the winter,
clean it up, paint it over, trick it out. Since
it showed me hope, | will show it new life.

So, what will | name it?? With the help

and support of our club leader, Andy Rus
I held a contest through our club in Wich-
ita. | received several outstanding sugge
tions, and since several eof-town Seaw-
ind sailors are on the club email list, they
also contributed. The winning name was
"Rags to Riches", submitted by Bob Pipe
of the Region 5 Les Lacs club of McKin-
ney, TX. My son Garrett, a graphic de-
signer, morphed the name into
"Rags2Riches", and applied the graphic t ,
the now bright yellow hull. \

Lame up with? Send it in!

BEC Connector
249 Female
Part: 56210 $1.

- , v Deans 2-pin Connector -~
The next Spring, the refurbished boat e K

seemed to sail better, with its new outloo ) < Part: WSDM3004

on life. 1did reasonably well locally and % $1.95

later in Fall 2009, | went to my very first
real, outof-town regatta, a Region 5
championship in McKinney TX. All the
big guns were there, and boy was | intimi
dated. But soon, | discovered they were
just real people like me. | met Bob Piper,
the "man who named my boat", and he
beat the sox off me, heat after heat. The
were several reasons for my poor showin
at that regatta. Happily, none appeared t
have had anything to do with the mecha
ics of my Seawind. Lessons were learne
and | came away very happy with the
whole saga of Rags2Riches. | hadn't had
this much fun since my first roller coaster
ride!  See photo, page 7!

Close up photo of Custom On/Off Switch Harness
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SEAWIND EXPRESS
HANDY TECH TOPICS REFERENCE

A Note From the Editor
Hello, and welcome to edition # 13 of the Seawind Express, our class
newsl etter.

I 6d | i ke to

Page 6

take

a b

may. As you saw in the last newsletter our erstwhile editor, Andy

ISSUE PAGE Rust, has passed the reigns over to me. Andy has done a fantastic job
Adjustable Jib Boom 1 3 for the SCOA, and 1&6d like to tha
Adjustable Boom Vang 6 2 tunity. Great Job, Andy! l6d be
gall Joint FreeUp 6 3 Eades, who helped a lot with this, my first effort at editing.
oom Angle Template 11 7 - A g .

Class Registration Form 1 6 Whl.le I don.ot .have extensive radi
How to Sail Fast 11 5 Seawind #282, Voodoo, is my first RC boat), | have many years ex-
Keeping Your SW Shipshape 6 10 perience racing 1:1 scale PHRF on 33 and 38 foot Tripps in the
Mast Compression Strut 8 5 Chesapeake Bay. | flew RC sailplanes some years ago, and the two
On/Off Switch, Custom 13 5 interests finally seemed to find their way together, after many years. |
Painting the Seawind 10 5 hope to be able to continue to provide the SCOA with an interesting,
Prototype Sliding Hatch Cover 7 7 quality newsletter moving forward, and welcome your comments,
PVC Pipe Boat Stand 9 5 suggestions, and contributions.
Radio Systems for the Seawind 5 4 articles, features and content.
Rudder Maintenance 1 3 In this issue, youol |l seefiMehmbefrir
igi‘t"i"c'ng'gg'”g é 1Z) Moment 6, which is a short intervi
Travel Case 3 6 ber. Do you have a suggestion for someone to feature? Know some-
Travel Case, Modified Golf 12 7 one who got you into the hobby? Mentored you? Let me know!
Waterproof Hatch Ideas 2 7 Al'so, youdll see on this page a h
Waterproofing Aeroplate 4 8 which will direct you to all past tech articles by SWE issue and page

number. Thanks to Rob Fresh for the submission!

Finally, This is YOUR newsletiet welcome and encourage contribu-

tions of all typek so send them in! | can be reached at

rmf 12/09 dllawrence@yahoo.com
Many thanks see you at the Pond!
Mo ment , condt from pg. 4 é

El Mirage Lake in the California desert In 2000 some guys had begun fast electricaced 1:1 scale?

but my visit coincided with a winter

stor

m and t he fdAdr

water, no luck! From leads in a book
bought in the UK | got in touch with
local Iceboating clubs in New Jersey
and was invited to go along to one of
their gatherings at Lake Hopatcong.

Hooked yet again, | spent the next 14
years following my addiction to sailing for RC sailboats that would control sails
on ice, anywhere from Back River, Bal-and rudder. | bought and built two KyoshoD o n 6 t

timore to Lake Champlain, Vermont,
but mainly in northern New Jersey. At or anyone who wanted to race!). | had funand look for boats that are sailed locally.

its height my addiction involved my
son and two DN iceboats that we usednot a very satisfactory performer, but |
to haul on a trailer every weekend the found a local club, the West Valley RC

hotline announced there was ice whereMariners, who suggested | get a SeaWinddesign or class boats is tops!

RC power boating on our golf course pond

vl invitedkme to yoia themu Luakiy for

little point in getting a different model.

I once (early

sailers and iceboats.

One day one guy brought along a small RC
sailboat, just the rudder was RC controlledBest advice for someone new to the
but it prompted me to look on the internet hobby?

fSeaBreezeo

ma k e

t he

706s) ¢
me, it turns out, the particular model they an Enterprise dinghy race in the UK but
had chosen was discontinued and | saw my racing experience has been in land-

mi

st ak

but it was a poor choice, very wet boat an&ailing alone can be relaxing but when
another similar boat is present the sport
becomes fun and fleet racing of ene

other addicts would gather to feed theifThe rest is history!
speed demons.

Eventually as an arthritic ankle began Do you sail any other classes competi-

to complain more and more and the
attraction of playing golf in shorts be-
came more appealing than freezing myl sail a Gambit 36/600 and have learned athan RC sailing?

assets on a frozen lake we moved to tHet from great skippers like Craig Mackey,
Arizona desert leaving me, apparently, Dennis Desprois and Ray Dagenais. | hav/ell, | still play a lot of golf and | used

with no way to assuage my sailing fet-mo r e bui | ttopay mostwacoMet sporte, baldrairgdn,c 0 s

ish.

What was your first RC vehicle? Your

first sailboat?

tively?

recently

Join a local club if one is convenient, the

camaraderie of sailing with a group is
well worth the trouble to travel to sail.

What other interests do you have other

for myself and others and enjoy that new squash and tennis, now curtailed. Kids

class very much also.

Do you still, or have you ever sailed or

and grandkids keep us busy!

(

mo d e | s buyoaraat of kit. ICheokyout waeb gsitesd k i d s
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Rob Fr eshos i Rags2Richasdicely tridmed read its story on page 2!



