
and Carole Ford.  Wayne Starr, Malcolm 

Dunkley, Alec Sanders, Ken Mathers, 

Dave Harrington and Johnny Fahr all 

helped to make the regatta activities run 

smoothly.  Regatta Chairman, Frankie 

Novak, planned the SeaWind Region 3 
Championship to make it a fun filled  

weekend of racing. All of the participants 

received Black Tee shirts embroidered in 

blue with the skipperôs first name under 

S e a W i n d 

Naples, Fl. The 

registered skip-

pers were also 

given a printed 

copy of the re-

vised schedule, 

Sailing Instruc-

tions and a plas-

tic two-sided 

name tag with 

l a n y a r d .  

Frankie also 

supplied many 

of the Naples 

sailors with a 

leak-proof hatch 

kit, which en-

abled them to 

add a water 

tight seal to the 

SeaWind hatch 

in a few min-

utes without 

making any 

modification to 

the SeaWind.   On Friday the majority of 

the entrants registered and submitted 

their boats for weigh-in and class compli-

ance inspection.  (Continued on Page 3) 
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By Frankie Novak and Ole Kistler 

The first SeaWind Region 3 Champion-

ship was hosted by the Naples Model 

Yacht Club, 

AMYA #108, 

and is one to 

r e m e m b e r . 

T w e n t y- t w o 

SeaWind skip-

p e r s  we r e 

signed up to 

compete, but 

two had to 

withdraw be-

cause of illness 

or personal 

e m e r g e n c y .  

The Naples 

MYC members 

ran a world 

class event with 

Region 3 Di-

rec to r  and 

c h a m p i o n 

sailor Jack 

Wubbe as Race 

Director, Dick 

H e d d e r i c k , 

S e c r e t a r y /

Treasurer as Assistant Race Director, 

Commodore, Bud Cassidy in Charge of 

Start and Finish.Lines.  Barb Haggart, 

Score Keeper, was assisted by Ann Wald  

Gonsalves Wins First Region 3 Regatta in Florida 

Ole Kistler watches intently as his #55 prepares to round the leeward mark.  (R to L) Tom Waldôs #807, Neal 

McGrathôs #137, Dave Grozier #167,  Kistlerôs #55 and Julie Weaverôs #193.  

Loesch Repeats as Icebreaker Champion 
By Andy Rust ð Seawind #25 

The Icebreaker Regatta for SeaWinds was 

held on March 29-30 in Wichita, Kansas 

and hosted by the Air Capitol Model Sail-

ing Club.  For this--the fourth installment 

of this annual race, Mother Nature made 

it nearly live up to its chilly sounding 

name. The weather for the entire event 

was cloudy and cool, with temperatures in 

the high 40ôs to low 50ôs, along with on 

and off again drizzle that made it not only 

a challenge to race against a strong field 

of skippers, but to brave the elements as 

well.  Several skippers from the Dallas,  

Texas based Les Lacs MYC made the trip 

up and their presence provided a boost in 

competition as well as camaraderie.  On 

day one (Saturday) of the event, the winds 

were out of the Southeast at around 

10mph, which proved to be the ósweet 

spotô for the SeaWind, leading to 19 fast 

heats being conducted on the day.  Sun-

dayôs winds were from the less desirable 

Easterly direction, which necessitated an 

improvised triangle course that ended up 

working better than anticipated.  Although 

he was positioned third after the first day, 

the defending  (Continued on Page 4) 

Photo by Sherry Gonsalves 



By Mike EadesðSeaWind #86 

I am sad to report that during the last 

quarter the SeaWind Class lost two of its 

stalwarts, Walt Chapman and Dick 

OôBoyle. Walt Chapman was one of the 

first SeaWind owners and when the 

SeaWind COA was founded Walt was 

awarded sail #1. A long time member of 

the Housatonic MYC, CT Walt served 

the club in many capacities, most re-

cently as secretary, a job he loved and 

performed efficiently but we will most 

remember him as the organizing force 

responsible for the growth of his clubôs 

SeaWind fleet and he took great pride in 

the growth of the class.   
     Dick OôBoyle was one of the founder 
members of the West Valley R/C Mari-

ners (WVRCM) club, Litchfield Park, 

AZ in 1995 and one of the earliest to intr- 

SCOA: 
From the 

Secretaryôs Desk 
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SeaWind COA and AMYA and to add 

other class sailboats along the way. Dick 

made everyone welcome and helped build 

and rig countless Seawinds to get new 

skippers into the sport. The SeaWind COA 

and I have lost two good friends! 

     There have been a few Rules Interpre-

tation issues which have been discussed 

by Class Officers. Questions have been 

raised as to permissible locations for bat-

teries and further, especially regarding the 

SeaWind CE, use of heavier batteries as 

part of the ñcorrection weightò needed to 

bring the boat up to the minimum weight 

limit. In turn these questions led to ask 

ñWhich of the under deck plastic parts are 

required. What modifications are permit-

ted?ò and ñWhat alternative locations are 

permissible  for  various  radio  system 

parts?ò  In the current SeaWind Class 

Rules 4/1/07, Rules 1 (ñéUnless the class 

rules specifically permit a modification to 

the boat as defined in the kit, an owner 

shall assume they are not permittedé.ò), 

11 Radio Equipment and 15 Weight, im-

pinge on these issues. A full Rule Interpre-

tation  has  been  published  on  the  US-

SCOA page of  the  SeaWind  Resource 

Center and also on  (Cont. on Page  8) 

SCOA Class Officers: 

Secretaryééé...é....Mike Eades 

Technical AdvisorééKen Bauser 

AMYA Regional Directors 

Region 1 (NE)ééé...Ken Bauser 

Region 3 (SE)éé....é.Ole Kistler 

Region 4 (Central)éé..Andy Rust 

Region 5 (SW)é.......Devry Garrett 

Region 6 (NW)é..Doug Lanterman 

Newsletter Editoré..é..Andy Rust 

oduce the Seawind in ô96 or ô97. Soon 

after, Dick and his buddy Tom Pysczyn-

ski began sailing at the Sun City, AZ, 

Lakeview Recreation Center alternating 

with Victorias, Northwinds and SeaWinds 

every Thursday and Sunday. As the popu-

larity of the SeaWinds grew, Sundays 

became the regular SeaWind race day 

which continues year round to this day 

and Dick and Tom became founder mem-

bers of the SeaWind COA. By a rough 

count some 50 or so SeaWind skippers, 

including visitors, have sailed with the 

informal Sun City fleet since that time, 

many of whom have moved on to join the 

formal WVRCM or their local club, the 

Eades Wins 2007 Region 5 Championship Regatta 
By Mike Eades and Andy Rust 

2007 saw the return of the SeaWind Re-

gion 5 Championship to Litchfield Park, 

AZ, home of the West Valley R/C Mari-

ners (WVRCM) club, November 16-

18th. Tempted by the prospect of some 

RC sailboat action in the Arizona sun 

Andy Rust, Wichita, KS was persuaded 

by friend, Bob Piper of Dallas to get his 

SeaWind travel case organized and join 

him in Phoenix.   Meet up they did and 

after a brief stop at the hotel to assemble 

boats and a few missteps in directions 

along the way arrived at the regatta site 

ready for action. While 16 skippers regis-

tered for the event only 14 were actually 

able to attend. Steve Lang, Evergreen, 

CO had to cut short his R/C Sailing pro-

motional odyssey in Florida and return 

home while class founder Jay Barnesô 

wife, June, had hip surgery on practice 

day (now doing well we hear!).  

     Friday afternoon practice session was 

almost a dead calm only accomplishing 

two races but boats were weighed and 

inspected and the locals were able to soc- 

ialize with our out of town visitors, Andy, 

Bob  and  Bob  Harmon,  Bradford  MA 

(formerly of Dallas). Boat weights ranged 

from Dennis Pooleôs carbon edition 

(properly weight compensated) at 6 lbs 

8.2 oz to Ralph Canfieldôs 7 lbs 3.4 oz 

with the majority ranging from 6 lbs 10-

14 oz.  Later that evening Andy, Bob, 

Bob, Mike Eades and Nick DeAngelis of 

WVRCM convened at a local BBQ eatery 

for some good food and fellowship (who 

knew AZ BBQ could be that good!). 

     Saturday November  17th,  Andy and 

Bob arrived at the pond early only to real-

ize that Andy had left his transmitter back 

in the hotel. Bob, being a true gentleman 

(and the only one insured to drive the 

rental car) volunteered to drive back and 

retrieve it, saving Andyôs bacon! Mike 

Eades,  Regatta  Director,  conducted  a 

skippers  meeting  and  introduced  Race 

Director,  Gerhard  Lorenz  and  Scorer, 

Tom Campbell. With light shifty winds 

forecast and possible course congestion, 

caused by a new fountain inside the jibe 

mark, the Odd-Even Heat Management  

System with 7 boats per fleet was to be 

used and procedures for short course (1 

lap of a triangular course) were outlined. 

With a bit of sleight of hand Andy and 

Bob were drawn in the first even heat to 

allow time for the hotel return trip.  

     At 10:00 am under blue skies with tem-

peratures in the mid 80ôs the first odd heat 

was called. Dennis Desprois, current Na-

tional Champion, was victorious followed 

by newcomer Al Stiewing. Bob just made 

it in time for both he and Andy to start in 

the Even heat and no one missed any rac-

ing. Andy Rust came home first followed 

by Mike Eades, ô06 National Champion.  
At the end of the first day after 10 short 

course races (1 discard, 20 heats) those 4 

skippers would hold the top 4 places sepa-

rated by only 5 points. Mike Eades leading 

with 17 points followed by Andy and Al, 

tied with 20 points, and Dennis 2 points 

back. They did not have it all their own 

way in the fickle winds as Peter Jennings, 

Bob  Piper,  Harvey  Mickelsen,  Bob 

Harmon and Dick Faust all won heats with 

many close finishes as (Cont. on Page  7) 



above ten MPH, with gusts in the upper 

teens.  In the strong gusts, rounding the 

windward mark required considerable 

sailing skill. In the first race, Dave Har-

rington and David Haggart each scored a 

first place to set the pace. The top con-

tenders emerged quickly with Tony Gon-

salves, 222, Chuck Weaver, 192, and 

Chris Kuhn, 18, taking most of the top 

three finish 

places in 

the morn-

ing.  Ole 

Kistlerôs 

new Car-

bon Edi-

tion SeaW-

ind took on 

water so 

b a d l y 

through the 

k e e l 

mount ing 

that his 

boat was 

d i sab led .  

Ole withdrew from several races while 

he replaced all of the water-damaged 

controls. 

     A long Saturday lunch break enabled 

the Naples MYC Race staff to attend 

annual awards meeting. Hungry skippers 

were served SubWay sandwiches along 

with dressings, kosher dill pickles, po-

tato or macaroni salad, chips and soft 

drinks. The long lunch was greatly ap-

preciated by skippers making repairs or 

drying out their SeaWind controls and 

recharging battery packs.  As Saturday 

racing resumed, with even more difficult 

wind conditions, gusting 

up to 23 MH, Mike Eades, 

86, moved up to tie David 

Haggart, 73, for fourth 

place by the end of dayôs 

nine grueling races 

(eighteen ODD EVEN 

heats).  Dave Harrington, 

281, Neal McGrath, 137, 

and Bill Foote, 105, each 

did well in racking up sev-

eral top finish places for 

the day. Charles Samaha 

and Frankie Novak man-

aged to score at least one 

second or third place for 

the days racing. Sailing 

was difficult with many of 

the skippers experiencing 

trouble coming about or submarining 

out of control heading (Cont. on page  4) 
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(Region  3  Regatta  ð 

Cont. from Page 1) Mike 

Eades had arranged for a 

6.50000000  calibration 

weight to verify the accu-

racy  of  the  weigh  -in 

scale. The wind was gust-

ing so hard on Friday that 

accurate  weighing  took 

the skilled surgeons hand 

of Dr. Ole Kistler to ob-

tain believable readings. 

In future regattas a wind 

shelter is needed to take 

full advantage to the cali-

bration weightôs accu-

racy.  The  strong  winds 

made many of the skip-

pers hesitant to put their 

boats in the water. It took a while for the 

bravest hearted skippers to first test the 

waters. After watching the boats success-

fully round the course, a few of the other 

skippers ventured in to practice.  
     Saturday morningôs skippersô meeting 
was held following the National Anthem 

and personnel introductions. Race Direc-

tor, Jack Wubbe clearly outlined protocol 

that was 

e x p e c t e d 

of all skip-

pers and 

how the 

races were 

to be con-

d u c t e d . 

The race-

course was 

explained 

completely 

and was 

graphically 

d isplayed 

to avoid 

any possi-

ble confusion. The race staff placed and 

adjusted marks as required to have a good 

windward start and a challenging course. 

     With twenty SeaWinds registered to 

compete, the ODD EVEN scoring system 

was used. Sailors were assigned to race in 

the first ODD or EVEN fleet, each with 

ten boats starting. In following races, skip-

pers were reassigned according to their 

Odd or Even finish position in the previ-

ous race. Jack Wubbe gave a roll call for 

each heat to avoid confusion.  Racing be-

gan promptly on Saturday morning with 

very brisk variable South West winds at  

2008 Region 3 Championship ð Results 

Pos. Skipper/Sail #: Pts. 

1 Tony Gonsalves/222 17 

2 Dave Haggart/173 27 

3 Mike Eades/86 29 

4 Chuck Weaver/192 38 

5 Chris Kuhn/18 39 

6 Dave Harrington/281 60 

7 Neal McGrath/137 62 

8 Bill Foote/105 64 

9 Bob Harmon/1000 68 

10 Charles Samaha/4667 72 

11 Dave Grozier/167 73.2 

12 Ole Kistler/55 75 

13 Tom Wald/807 76 

14 Frankie Novak/27 81 

15 Julie Weaver/193 92 

16 James Farley/146 93 

17 Ron Brenner/107 101 

18 Darrell Krasoski/176 116 

19 Dick Mulvey/44 127 

20 Dick Byrum/30 152 

An intent group of skippers.  (R to L) Mike Eades, Dave Haggart, Chuck Weaver and 

Charles Samaha with RD Jack Wubbe (Center) 

A tight race!  Mike Eadesô #86 has a narrow lead over Tony Gonsalvesô 

#222 With Dave Grozierôs #167 in hot pursuit. 

Photo by Sherry Gonsalves 

Photo by Sherry Gonsalves 
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(Icebreaker ð Cont. from Page 

1)  event champion Scott Loesch 

from the host club reminded eve-

ryone on Sunday why he won the 

chevrons the year before by sail-

ing a very consistent regatta. He 

came from behind to capture first 

place by five points.  He also 

finished with 12 bullets out of 28 

heats sailed, and his closest com-

petitors all weekend--Charles 

Sudduth and Bob Piper actually 

ended up tied, with the tiebreaker 

going to Sudduth by virtue of his 

seven first place finishes (to 

Piperôs five).  
      Though the top three were 

truly the  class  of  the  field,  it 

should also be noted that six of 

the  eight  competing  skippers 

logged  at  least  one  first  place 

finish.   Additionally,  Jerry 

McBride from Dallas managed to 

finish every heat of the event despite dis-

covering a sizable crack in his hull just 

forward of the keel trunk.  He performed 

successful emergency repairs on the prob-

lem in his camper trailer late on Saturday 

night with some epoxy purchased at a lo-

cal retail store.   

     Dennis  Corder  of  McKinney,  Texas 

sailed well enough on Sunday to move 

past Andy Rust and into 4th place overall.  

Fred Ferris from Burnsville, MN who par-

ticipated in last yearôs event, entered the 

race but ultimately was unable to make the 

long trek down due to last minute family 

business to attend to.   

     From the fast and competitive racing at 

the pond, to the fun social get-togethers at 

local restaurants on Friday and Saturday 

night, the event was a great success despite 

the  less  than  hospitable  weather.   The 

Texas contingent left Wichita vowing to 

return next time bringing an even larger 

number of skippers from ódown Southô, 

adding to the growing fun and friendly 

Kansas-Texas rivalry.   We hope to  get 

even more out of town skippers next time. 

category of most beautiful SeaWind 

ever sailed in a Region 3 Regatta was 

the CE by Charles Samaha. A very pro-

fessional picture perfect paint process 

only Charles can do. He weighed in at 

exactly class weight of 6lbs 8oz.   

     Noted Guests were our class secre-

tary Mike Eades, and also Tony Gon-

salves a well respected sailor from Bar-

bados who lives in the Miami area.  

Tony and Mike gave some expert tips to 

the sailors who asked questions.  

     Sherry Gonsalves took over 350 pho-

tographs, which were made available on 

the web and will be added to this report. 

Charles Samaha also provided a chip 

loaded with regatta photos.  Everyone 

expressed many thanks to all that sup-

ported this Regatta.  

     We had many spectators.  Pictures 

were taken of the winners and the event 

ended and all sailors departed in a good 

mood. 

(Region 3  ð Cont. from Page 3) down 

wind.  In spite of the difficult conditions 

Racing Rule infractions were rare. The 

winds on Saturday April 5th will not be 

forgotten.  As every SeaWind skipper now 

knows what it is like when his boat takes a 

dive. We had many of those and a couple 

of boats got so wet that they had to with-

draw for repairs. 

     Saturday evening festivities began with 

beer, wine and soft drinks at the LôOsteria 

Restaurant bar. Conveniently located at 

Village Walk, the LôOsteria Restaurant 

served excellent dinners of Black Angus 

Prime Rib, Chicken Breast, and Grilled 

Salmon to skippers and mates. Everyone 

was pleased with the reasonable food and 

beverage service at Village Walk. The 1st 

race results were distributed and much 

discussion followed.  On Sunday, sailing 

conditions were much friendlier with wind 

speeds diminished to 5-10 MPH. Tony 

Gonsalves continued to dominate with 

Eades and David Haggart close behind. 

Bob Harmon, 000, came to life with a 

string of seconds followed by a third and 

finally first. Chris Kuhn, 18, also turned in 

a number of 1st 2nd and 3rd wins.  Ole Ki-

stler, 55, and Dave Grozier, 167, each 

scored multiple 2nd and 3rd top finishes. 

Dick Mulvey, 44, Dave Harrington, 281, 

Charles Samaha, 67, Tom Wald, 807, and 

Julie Weaver, 193, each managed to score 

at least one or two 2nd or 3rd.   

     All of the other skippers enjoyed a close 

racing duel between Tony and Mike in 

which Mike scored a satisfying win.  Rac-

ing was concluded around 3PM and the 

nice trophies were awarded to the first, 

second and third place winners: Tony Gon-

salves, David Haggart,  and Mike Eades.   

     Bob Harman had problems caused by 

air-transportation; this brings to mind Mike 

Eadesô golf club hard case he converted for 

transporting SeaWinds.   (A full set of pho-

tos can be obtained from Eades)  In the  

 

Scott Loeschôs #46 leads Charles Sudduthôs #124 just after the start. 

2008 Icebreaker Regatta ð Results 

Pos. Skipper/Sail #: Pts. 

1 Scott Loesch/46 45 

2 Charles Sudduth/124 50 

3 Bob Piper/465 50 

4 Dennis Corder/1040 86 

5 Andy Rust/25 95 

6 Brett Hudson/56 115 

7 Jerry McBride/37 137 

8 Bob Girdler/163 173 

Photo by Rob Fresh 
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TECH   
CORNER  

SeaWind PVC Pipe Boat Stand 

MATERIALS LIST:  

Qty Material Use Code Color 

4 1/8ò ELL 90Á SLIP-SLIP SCh 40 [4 top corners]  A Blu 

4 İñ TEE SLIP-SLIP-SLIP SCH 40  [4 cross braces]  B Org 

4 İñ CAP SLIP SCH 40  [4 feet]  C Grn 

2 14ò of İñ SCH 40 pipe  [Top rails]  D Brn 

2 9ò of İñ SCH 40 pipe  [Cross rails]  E Vio 

4 2İò of İñ SCH 40 pipe  [Vertical Leg Spacer]  F Red 

4 12ò of İñ SCH 40 pipe  [Legs]  G Blk 

2 12ò of Ĳò Tubular Pipe Insulation  [Cover Top rail]  H Gry 

2 8ò of Ĳò Tubular Pipe Insulation  [Cover Cross Braces]  J Gry 

AR PVC Pipe Cement     

A - ELL (4) 

 

B - TEE (4) 

C - Cap (4) 

D - (2) 

 

E - (2) 

F - (4) 

G - (4) 

H - (2) 
J - (2) 

Not to Scale End View Side View 

Top View 

Richard Faust from the West Valley RC Mariners club in the Phoenix, Arizona area came up 

with this relatively simple, inexpensive and effective design for a boat stand. 

Construction Guidelines: 

¶ Cut and de-burr all İñ PVC Pipe and Pipe Foam before starting assembly. 

¶ Carefully assemble and align all parts [do not fully seat pipe] before applying glue. 

¶ Glue only one joint at a time ï press the pipe in completely, then reassemble to hold.  

¶ Foam Insulation may be put on before gluing [unless stand is to be painted] if glue is kept away from the foam.  This will eliminate slitting the foam tubes. 

¶ The 4 corner elbow joints can be left unglued for transport, but should be sanded to ensure a smooth fit. 



By Mike Eades ð SeaWind #86 

Having stuck my neck out on a recent 

posting string on the SeaWind Resource 

Center web site (www.seawindrc.com) to 

the effect that a suitably depowered 

SeaWind can safely be sailed quite well in 

higher wind 

speed ranges up 

to around 20 

knots I was 

asked to write a 

note on this for 

the benefit of 

others. Since I 

had recently 

given a short 

tuning clinic, 

before one of 

our local SeaW-

ind regattas 

where unusually 

high winds (for 

AZ) were ex-

pected and skip-

pers seemed to 

enjoy much 

more control and 

enjoyed an event 

that some were 

thinking of with-

drawing from, I 

thought well why not! I soon realized it is 

much easier to demonstrate this with a 

boat than it is to write it clearly.  

     First I must state clearly that I have not 

discovered the ñholy grailò, none of this is 

new and I have merely tried to summarize 

what I have learned from articles, photos 

and observing and talking with some ex-

cellent skippers who do this instinctively, 

Craig Mackey, Brig North, Scott Loesch, 

Doug Lanterman, Tony Gonsalves to 

name just a few.   

     I always set up my boat initially for 

what I call standard tuning, Optimum 3-7 

Knot wind per the Summary Tuning 

Guide, setting the mast rake (top of fore-

stay, i.e. inside the jib eye, to tip of bow) 

to 51 9/16ò (1310 mm) with my backstay 

loose and shrouds adjusted to be just snug 

with mast vertical viewed from the bow 

and checked with calipers.  I use a check 

string with a hook at one end to attach 

through the jib eye and with a knot placed 

exactly at the standard measurement for 

the bow so I can easily repeat it. A trick 

from Tony G is to bend the mast fore and 
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aft bringing the center forward in an 

even curve until the main sail just hangs 

evenly with the sail curving gently away 

from the mast taking out that ugly 

crease that can occur just behind the 

mast otherwise.   For standard close-

hauled I also set the main boom to point 

to one of the transom corners and the jib 

boom pointing at the shrouds. Then, 

with an eye to current or anticipated 

conditions, I adjust from that point. 

     For heavy air 12-15+ knots there is a 

need to depower the rig bringing the 

center of effort lower to reduce heeling 

moment. I shorten the forestay by 1-2 

cm, roughly ıò to İò, and tighten the 

backstay resulting in more mast bend 

flattening the main sail. I also move the 

main sail clew back also reducing cam-

ber. The tightening of the rig should 

also have produced some pronounced 

twist allowing the head of the main to 

fall open which depowers the sail. I ad-

just the amount of twist I want using the 

vang by trial and error but there is defi-

nitely more twist for the heavy air. I 

adjust the jib luff to be fairly tight, no 

wrinkles in the luff but not stretched and 

move the jib clew back to reduce cam-

ber unless there is significant chop in 

which case I leave a bit more camber for 

enough power in the jib to pull the boat  

through the chop. The jib leech will be 

tight but the wind power working against 

the cantilever effect from the tight fore and 

backstays will allow the boom to rise in 

gusts. Finally I reduce the amount of ñslotò 

between the jib and main booms. I use a 

S p e k t r u m 

transmitter set 

to allow full 

range of travel 

so that at full 

c lose-hauled 

my main boom 

points to the 

transom corner 

while at fully 

released the 

boom can hit 

the shrouds. I 

donôt usually 

change this so 

to reduce the 

slot I pull in 

the jib boom so 

that it now 

points about ½ 

an inch inside 

the shrouds. 

The effect is 

the same as the 

angles recom-

mended in the Tuning Guide. This pro-

duces some further de-powering by par-

tially back-winding the main by air from 

the jib but, most importantly, allows the 

boat to turn through head to wind more 

smoothly.  

     If you slowly tack a SeaWind with 

standard tuning you will notice the jib luff 

begins to flutter a fraction of a second be-

fore the main luff flutters. If you leave the 

slot like this, in heavy air you stand a very 

good chance of being held in irons instead 

of completing your tack. Reducing the slot 

allows the jib luff to break earlier and be-

gin to fill on the other tack pulling the 

head of the boat over assisting the tack.   

     Now finally a word or two about sailing 

in these conditions. Since there will al-

ways be more than enough wind power 

available to drive the boat up to the limit 

of the hullôs capability the key is to go as 

fast as possible while staying under con-

trol. Upwind I look for a tack angle that 

maybe is not as high as I can possibly sail 

but one that is as close as I can get with 

the sails eased a little (Cont. on page 8) 

Sailing the SeaWind in Heavy Winds:  Tips and Tricks 

Tony Gonsalvesô #222 heading upwind with booms eased and good twist.  Note Neal McGrathôs #137 following 

at the same heading with booms hauled further in and sailing with more heal. 

Photo by Sherry Gonsalves 

http://www.seawindrc.com/

