New SeaWind Carbon Edition – Kyosho surprised us all by introducing a new Carbon Edition SeaWind in late 2006 and US supplies began arriving in early March. The standard ABS version is still the main stay and it is not yet clear whether the CE will be a limited production run or not. The SeaWind CE has a CF/resin hull with an integral glass fiber/resin deck, covered with a gel coat so no painting is required. The hull also includes the keel slot insert as an integral part of the hull. All other parts of the kit are the same as for the ABS version. The main differences are the lighter hull weight (~13 oz less?) and the higher price ($400 more!). The question was immediately posed as to whether or not the CE was class legal? When the Class Rules were originally drafted they took into account the existence then (since discontinued) of the SeaWind SE, a fiberglass/resin version some 8 oz lighter than the standard ABS boat. Rule 15.1 Weight provides that, “Weight shall be not less than 6.5 pounds ready to sail. Correction weight shall be placed aft of the mast and not more than 2 inches aft of the keel tube below the deck and no lower than the top surface of the servo mount.” Accordingly the SeaWind CE can be made class legal by weight correction as provided in Rule 15.1. While the location of correction weight placement is specific there is no limit on what should be used and how it should be secured; room for ingenuity? Just a suggestion; ¼” lead wire, available from fishing supply stores, weighs roughly 0.3 oz per inch.

